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To help adults and families acquire the
reading, writing, math, English language,

computer and workforce skills they need to
be fully functioning members of our
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Letter From the Executive Director: History of Literacy Green Bay
Chapter 1

The recent refugee crisis reminds me of the motivation behind the formation of Literacy
Green Bay. Following the Vietham War, many Southeast Asian refugees (Hmong, Lao and
Vietnamese) fled to Thailand, and were now being resettled in the United States. Catholic
Charities assisted in the resettlement. In fall of 1980 as some of the first Southeast Asian
refugees began arriving in Green Bay, some local churches and service groups wanted to
assist them by helping them acquire English and literacy skills. Many could not read and
write in their native language. Certified ESL trainers from Racine and Milwaukee came to

Green Bay to train volunteers as ESL tutors, using the Each One Teach One methodology and materials of
Dr. Frank Laubach. There were 48 people in that first group of tutors! These first tutors were instrumental
in helping many refugees acclimate to a new culture and a new home while learning a new language. From
this grassroots effort, the Literacy Council of Brown County was incorporated in 1981 and many of these
first tutors served on the first Board of Directors. For several years, as new refugees arrived in Green Bay,
our ESL tutors would work with them.

-Kathy Cornell

From the ELL Class Program Manager

The spring semester of English Language classes is underway. Many students
have returned to class and over thirty new students have registered. Students
can register the first two Mondays and Tuesdays of the month. We have added
an additional class this semester for a total of 11 classes. The new class was

added to accommodate a growing number of pre-level 1 Somali students who are not yet ready for the
regular level 1 class. Many of these students never went to school and do not have any literacy skills, even
in their native language. In this class, students are learning how to recognize and write letters, identify
letter sounds and other early literacy skills. We are pleased to be able to meet the specific needs of our
students and are excited about the progress they have made so far

Welcome New Tutors

Literacy Green Bay had 10 tutors graduate from our Winter Tutor Training
Workshop. We welcome: Elaine Burzinski, Debra Chervenka, Sandra DeRuyter,
Arie DeWaal, Sandy DeWaal, Heather Lacoursiere, Hannah Orr, DeEtte Radant,
Kathy Rohde, and Jolene Wichlacz.




Join us for our 14th Annual Scrabble Bee on
Thursday, February 25, 2016 at the Swan Club at
Legends in De Pere.

14th Annual Scrabble Bee

Our Title Sponsor
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Green Bay Packaging Inc.

This evening of FUN includes dinner, cash bar,
silent auction, oral auction, raffles, and
Scrabble with a twist!
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For more information and to register for this fun
event, click here.

Meet Jordan

We are pleased to announce Jordan Koel as our new Computer Lab

Instructor. Jordan has a background in arts and education and is continually
looking for ways to be involved with the community. He holds a B.A. from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison as well as an M.A. from the University of
Oregon, both in the History of Art & Architecture. Since arriving in Green Bay
in 2014, Jordan has worked at the Neville Public Museum, where he helped
research and install exhibitions, and at the University of Wisconsin-Green

Bay, where he taught and gave guest lectures. Jordan was introduced to Literacy Green Bay through his
mother who volunteered as an adult tutor for several years. He is excited to join the staff and is looking
forward to ensuring that time spent in the computer lab is enjoyable and educational.

“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world.”

~Anne Frank
Board Officers
Susan Lagerman, President Executive Director Volunteer Staft
Sawa Senzaki, Vice President Kathy Cornell Student Evaluators
Melinda Morella, Secretary Frank Czarnecki  Lee Hartzheim
Dennis Wojahn, Treasurer Administrative Staff Kathy Lockard ~ Terry Roberts

Board Directors
Lindsay Barber
Rashad Cobb
Kim Dyer
Lise Lotte Gammeltoft
John Grant
Tim Heinrich
Paul Kaster
Brenda Mercier
Bill Monfre
Brad Petrasko
Kristine Pihlgren
Drew Pollack
Kathy Rohde
Nan E. Williams

Shelley Karnz, Adult Tutoring
Jordan Koel, Computer Lab Instructor
Julie Gaston, Office Manager
Breanna Mangan, ELL Classes
Laurie Laurent-Hyland, Child Tutoring
Betsy Hanson, Program Specialist & Special Events
Kelly Severson, Family Literacy
Jim Polar, Staff Accountant

Volunteer Staft
Trainers
Lori Hochschild Lynn Hyer
Barb Pharris  Dorothy Seehausen
Jean Van Erem

Literacy Green Bay

920-435-2474 | info®literacygreenbay.org |

www.literacygreenbay.org

SusanTucker Les Van Vonderen

Sites
Oftice/Learning Center
424 S. Monroe Ave.

Outreach
Salvation Army Kroc Center

Children First Family Literacy
Partners
YWCA & NWTC



mailto:info@literacygreenbay.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001udXg9ANCxhw73ku0UncFDecIGTgG98AMM8NGxq7jOiWSr9adxzUXtiP_k5dSyw33zqSG-PDkD3dfXNEMpOLTeJtem-ZhMWBcE8GqRNStUnBF0kR3f2IX4ns5htv65MTfrp_98Wjx4a74aZZqp2J4TxxGOZ6tK0x-ZjywALxJUEUAcqhLFdR6ag==&c=YnFjyGBYOBUHRf6QH3xNU_T098BMPDv6kEmi9_BpE_B_8W0p6CsJsw==&ch=SrNS3SzcQtrJa0BPD59SzPtssPnBTUqzSpwAyVzzeYoolssawnhmuA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001kBOk-37YwZ1K4Kwkl7Blg4OUYTkRMaSPEUPnE7LU_UHbq6a5GqmVe-swR9gUbjvAO6gnohOQHAa9-0gdR8j7-3BO5bNjYnTSot-QiggY8wkpPIg5tSd7BqerxQLQjpI3NE5inF3fNF8X-N3xHrlAbSpshnEk6607eIkOF8ioJWl_CD5_uxfqXqCt7k--ivsub0UdQ7wkVEnSha6awohkIQ==&c=fTLsKzLR9dNMHqL1TI_IqVctYBHG8dtrfvrEqsegu9bjFNhxcLfDIA==&ch=gmzCeS7CMLBA6rOQYnjgcVIlCCWqW6wi5K3k1F04cgkYNckX1NVEzw==

